




















TRACEY MOFFATT, | made a camera, 2003, digital image, courtesy the artist and Roslyn Oxleyg Gallery, Sydney.

When | was eight years old in 1969 and living in Brisbane, Australia, | made a pretend camera out of a cardboard box. At this time old Charlie
Chaplin films were shown on afternoon television and | thought that they were hilarious. There was one about Charlie Chaplin trying to pass
himself off as a photographer with a big camera so big it kept collapsing on him.

My foster mother and her older daughter were very amused by my creativity and came outside to watch me take photos with my big fake
camera. |'ll never forget this because it was very rare to get any sort of attention from the ‘adults’ in the family. To have them shift from the
kitchen table and to take an interest was a very big deal. Even on a blazing hot summer day when all you wanted to do was hang inside and
listen to family gossip we were told to 'get outside and play — now'.

When | think up a new image the sense of play is still there and it is the only reason why | think them up. It's all for the fun of it. It is only when
| actually make the images that | am deathly, deathly serious.
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